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I. Martha & Mary (Luke 10: 38-42; John 11: 1-44; 12:1-8)

II. Excerpts from Just A Sister Away by Renita J. Weems, Ph.D.
“My name is Martha.  I have been accused by some of being bossy, argumentative and aggressive.  Many say that I am a shrew.  And understandably, there are times when the pressures of juggling the demands of shopping, cooking and cleaning can leave one’s nerves on edge.” (pp. 39).

“My name is Mary.  And for as long as I can remember, my sister Martha and I have been different.  We look different. We talk differently.  We behave differently.  I suppose, we dream different dreams” (pp. 33).

III. Finding Our Story in Their Stories (Discussion Questions)
A. How would you evaluate the relationship between Mary & Martha? Was one sister more at fault than the other?  In what ways?  Which sister are you most like?

B. Is sibling rivalry inevitable among children?  How can parents best respond to and negotiate the jealousy, insecurity, and competition that arises among siblings for their parents’ attention and affections?

C. What are the ways in which you and your own sister(s) are similar? How are you different?  How have your differences been helpful in your growth?  In what ways do your differences complement one another?

D. What are your personal values concerning “serving” versus “learning” as seen in the story of Martha and Mary?  How/where do the Martha and Mary parts of yourself conflict?  Which area needs to be developed more within you?  Are there situations in which one posture is more suitable?

